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TEXT:  Philippians 2:14-16a 
THEME:  SHINE LIKE STARS 
 
Dear future called workers, called workers, staff, family, friends—children of God, 
 
One of the busiest and most famous tourist sites in Los Angeles is the Walk of Fame on 
Hollywood Boulevard.  There are more than 2,000 pink terrazzo stars commemorating 
famous entertainers with their names in elegant brass letters.  That sidewalk represents the 
people who many American aspire to be like—these are our heroes, our superstars. 
 
Did you know that God is assembling his own “walk of stars?”  Did you know that he wants 
your name on it?  Did you know that you, too, can grow into this role?  God tells you in 
Philippians 2:14, Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may 
become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and 
depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out 
the word of life.  NIV84 
 
Whether you are a college freshman, a newly called worker, or a professor nearing 
retirement, do you feel as though you have a long way to go before anyone calls you a 
spiritual superstar?  Let’s look at God’s Word to help you fulfill your destiny, the purpose for 
which God has placed you on this earth—to SHINE LIKE STARS for him. 
 
I couldn’t blame you if you don’t feel much like a star in your life.  I couldn’t blame you if you 
fear that only are you not a star, you are throwing off so little spiritual light that you would 
barely qualify as a weak flashlight beam. 
 
But God sees that as no serious obstacle.  In fact, he seems to do his best work with 
people who are broken and small, or who are facing times of conflict and loss in their lives.  
After all, the power to change our attitudes and lives must come from him first. 
 
God chose two humble women living in the occupied land of Israel to be the mothers of 
both the world’s greatest prophet—John the Baptist—and the world’s only Savior from 
sin—Jesus Christ.  Elizabeth was too old to have a child; Mary was a virgin.   
 
Let’s learn something from these two women.  Students, there may be times when the 
class load seems impossible:  I can’t get this math!  Music theory is beyond me!  I barely 
got through Greek—now I have to start Hebrew—I can’t do it!  New professors, you face a 
multitude of daunting tasks with more demands on your time than there is time in a day.  
You may get frustrated.  David, today your whole ministry lies before you.  There will be 
tremendous joys that fill your heart with gratitude and praise, like the one I am experiencing 
right now.  There will also be unknown depths and challenges, impossible situations, and 
perhaps the pain of burying a close friend, as I did a week ago. 
 
From these two women, Elizabeth and Mary, learn to never tell God what he cannot do.  
When he tells you that you have great worth and a significant purpose in your life and an 
important role to play in his kingdom, don’t argue!  Believe him!  It’s true!  Through his 
Word, God will carry you through the depths and rejoice with you on the heights. 
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You are studying, working, serving in a crooked and depraved generation.    There is 
only one way to SHINE LIKE STARS in such an environment.  You must hold on to the Word 
of life yourself.  Through his life, death, and resurrection, Jesus Christ became your Savior.  
Through the work of the Holy Spirit, you have faith in Jesus Christ as your Savior.  Through 
the Means of Grace, that you receive right here in this beautiful Chapel of the Christ, but 
that you also receive through your private study of God’s Word in your office, dorm room, or 
home, keep your Savior Jesus Christ the center of your life.  When Jesus Christ is the 
center of your life, the center of your ministry, then, and only then, will you be able to shine 
like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life.  Amen. 
 


